
All kinds of activity going on as we turn the corner toward the elections in November!  Precinct Committee Officers should be getting 

out into their precincts to canvass homes in their area. We have very good endorsed candidates to highlight and people really appreci-

ate a tip from us on important ballot issues.  Please feel free to contact Martha Koester about getting some door-hanger notices printed 

up that have our endorsement list for your area!  These are THE BEST way to help your friends and neighbors know what candidates 

to think about when they vote.  They are slim lists that are easy to keep on-hand … and they discretely hang on the door handles if no 

one is home when you stop by. 

On another topic, your Chair, Vice Chair and Washington State Democratic Central Committee Representatives made the trip out to 

Walla Walla for the Quarterly WSDCC meeting.  Many issues, resolutions and items were covered at this meeting and I will let Martha 

Koester and Azziem Underwood report in on what they considered, how they voted and the final result.  

One critical consideration was the proposal to stop holding WSDCC sponsored precinct caucuses during the “off years” – meaning the 

period when there is not a U.S. Presidential race underway.  We will conduct a caucus at the Legislative District level in one location. 

Although many of us feel strongly that the precinct caucus is a process that really gets down to the grassroots and allows citizens a rare 

opportunity to gather and talk about the issues, this is probably a very good decision.  When the WSDCC decides to conduct these cau-

cus meetings, it actually translates to each district receiving the meeting guidelines from the WSDCC and then going out to fundraise 

in order to afford the caucuses, hire multiple facilities to hold the caucuses, organize a large number of volunteers to coordinate the 

caucus activity and a concentrated effort at the end to tally up the totals and get them into the WSDCC. I think all of us remember 

vividly how robust this process was last year as we worked our way through to selecting delegates to go to the national convention and 

processing critical resolutions.  I know those who helped to host the caucuses really went all-out to make it the best possible experience 

– but it is an extreme burden on the districts and volunteers. 

We go through the exact same rigorous process, while at the same time knowing the turnout is significantly lower in the off years.  

With this change/ruling, we save a great deal time, money and effort by not working so hard on a low-result event.  It also helps us 

concentrate on building momentum for the years where there is great community interest in caucuses.  If you want to know more about 

the details of this decision, feel free to talk with any of us who attended, or read the minutes and documents that resulted from the 

WSDCC September meeting. 

Organizational Changes: I want to notify the membership that our district has the need to fill two open elected positions on our  

Executive Board in September: (1) Treasurer; and (2) Alternate Male Representative to the King County Democratic Central Commit-

tee (KCDCC).  These vacancies represent a chance for two members to take the “next step” in their political activism.  Only creden-

tialed Precinct Committee Officers can vote for candidates running for these positions.  You do not have to be a PCO to be nominated.  

One job will allow someone to work with our past Treasurer to learn the ropes on how to keep our records up to date each month on 

where we stand financially.  We are currently in the “off years” where the business of the district is much more stable and so it is very 

easy to learn.  The other job is working as the backup representative to the County level of the Democratic Party - representing our 

membership on the issues when called.  While you bring the conscience of the 11th LD to the meetings and vote accordingly, it is also a 

great chance to learn more about what other districts in the county are doing and what everyone is focused on at the county level.  In 

both positions, the elected person has a voice and vote at our Executive Board meetings.  We will work hard to make both of these jobs 

manageable for those elected. Think about whether you could contribute to the organization in either capacity.  If so, throw your hat in 

the ring when we take nominations at our September meeting. 

Upcoming Programs 

*** Be sure to attend our next General Membership Meeting on Tuesday October 20, 2009 – 7 p.m. at Carpenter’s Hall.   You 

won’t want to miss this!  We will have a speaker with the inside scoop on what works – and what does not work – when you want to get 

your message across to your U.S. Congressional Delegation.  The 11th LD still has two positions open on the leadership team: Treasurer 

and now KCDCC Alternate Male Representative. Bring a nomination for these openings, so we can get the team ready for action.  We 

may also take a look at candidates in races that we have not placed any endorsement.   So at this meeting we will learn, endorse and 

elect!  Be sure to arrive early for good parking and seats!  We will start this meeting at 7 p.m. sharp!  I look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

Every day and in every way we are putting vital Democratic values out there to benefit our community and nation.  Together, we are 

building a better country and becoming a good world neighbor, one improvement at a time – through electing good candidates and ac-

tivism on the things that matter (health, education, jobs and the environment).  Come to the next meeting, so you can see what’s going 

on and get involved where you think you can make a difference! 

 

GO DEMS!  Kate Kruller – Chair, 11th Legislative District Democratic Organization 

  

October 2009 Volume 7, Issue 10 

 11th LD Democratic Organization Chair    Kate Kruller 



 

Welcome to the                                                                                              

11th Legislative Democratic Organization 

You are Invited to attend the Monthly Meetings and engage in democracy in action!  

Your dues enable you to receive the district  newsletter,  
help us defer our meeting  expenses,  

and support our efforts on behalf of Democratic candidates.  
 

We provide or participate actively in fun and  informative  
opportunities to reach out to Democrats and other voters in the 11th District. 

 
Your volunteer efforts will further our goal   

of active members in all of the  11th District precincts. 
 

We welcome you!     
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2009— 2011 11th Legislative District Democratic Organization Executive Board 

Officers     

Chair Susan Kruller 206-853-9330 11demschair@gmail.com  

Vice-Chair Jay Hollingsworth 206-725-4735 jayholli1@msn.com 

Treasurer     

Deputy Treasurer Chuck Laney 425-260-5824 claney06@gmail.com  

Secretary Karen Patterson 425-226-5066 khenry1994@hotmail.com   

WSDCC - Male Azziem Underwood 425-430-2652 meizza@yahoo.com  

WSDCC - Female Martha Koester 206-762-6417 formalhaut2003@yahoo.com  

KCDCC – Male Chris Hintz 435-442-0153 chrishintz1@yahoo.com  

KCDCC - Female Rosemary Quesenberry 425-271-4396 running4renton@msn.com 

KCDCC - M Alt     

KCDCC - F Alt Brooke Lindquist 425-255-8419 brook.lindquist@gmail.com  

KCDCC - LAC Don  Bennett 206-242-9113 bennettdonebe@aol.com    

Appointments     

Programs                                        
Parliamentarian Brendan Donckers  bwdonckers@gmail.com  

Raffle Azziem  Underwood 425-430-2652 meizza@yahoo.com  

Membership Retention George Summers 206-244-0632 g.e.summers@worldnet.att.net 

Webmaster Alene Brede 206-396-1237 alene@theflutededge.com  

PCO Activities Grubb Larry 206-243-3199 larbeag@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Young Virginia 206-650-0240 greenrolls3@msn.com 

 

The King County Democrats' Newsletter is available at: 

   http://www.kcdems.net/  
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TREASURER             

                                                                                                                                                       

Memberships: 

____ Regular Membership $15.00   ____ Family Membership          $27.00 

____ Captain Membership $50.00   ____ Living Lightly            $6.00 

____ Liberty Membership  $100.00   ____ Subscription only       $10.00  

____ Silver Membership    $250.00   ____ Family Sponsorship    $100.00  

____ Gold Membership     $500.00   ____ Platinum Membership  $1,000.00 

 

NAME________________________________________________________________________________                                         
(Please list all household names joining if membership is for Family or Sponsor)  

Telephone: _____________________ E-Mail: ________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ______________________________________________ State: _____________________________ 

Zip Code: __________________________ 

Employer______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________________ State:___________________________________ 

Occupation_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  

Payment by Credit Card               Master Card______   Visa Card_______ 

Name on Credit Card_____________________________________________________________________ 

Card Number________________________________________________________Exp. Date___________ 

 

Signature______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Send to: 11th District Democrats c/o  Treasurer:  

PO BOX 1133,  Renton, WA. 98057-1133 

Please Send in Your 2009 Membership Dues Now 
 (Make checks payable to the 11

th
 District Democrats)  
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MEETING MINUTES 

September 15, 2009  

Meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by Jay Hollingsworth, Vice Chair 

Flag salute lead by Azziem Underwood 

Past minutes approved 

Meeting agenda approved 

David Loud from Rep. Jim McDermott’s office spoke about the status of the national health care debate & surrounding 

issues.  President Obama’s plan is supported. 

A campaign worker for Dow Constantine expressed gratitude for the District’s support. 

Heard from candidates asking for an endorsement. 

Candidate endorsements were: King County Assessor: Bob Rosenberger in addition to already endorsed Lloyd Hara 

There was no endorsement for City of Seattle Mayor. Discussion led to a motion to Table and possible endorsement at 

the October meeting. 

Nominations for District 11 Treasurer were tabled until next meeting. Notice for the position recommended for the Octo-

ber newsletter. 

Nominations for KCDCC Male Representative held and Chris Hintz was elected. 

Ballot Issues:  All King County Charter Amendments were approved. 

A unanimous vote to approve Ref-71 and oppose I-1033 was achieved. 

Other ballot issues 

Resolutions presented to the meeting: 1) Congress make buying into Medicare the public option – approved 2) Congress 
eliminate Age Discrimination in health care reform – approved 3) Access to VoteBuilder for non partisan race - failed 

Good of Order 

 Meeting adjourned 9:35PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanette Kelley 
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Dear Democratic Party Leader, 

It's that time of year…the Institute for a Democratic Future (IDF) is officially accepting applications 

for the class of 2010!  

Do you know any talented adults, ages 21-36, who might be interested in this coming year's class?    

IDF is a six-month long civics program for men and women focusing on three core areas:  public 

policy, the legislative process and campaigns/elections.  The program is entering its 13th year and 

we are looking forward to hope to have another excellent class who will continue to do great things 

post-graduation: working for our Democratic allies, moving public policy mountains, shaking up the 

Washington establishment, running campaigns and running for office.    

 Our six-month program, which will start in January 2010, will take next year's class all over the 

state and to Washington DC.  We will hear from elected officials, alumni, policymakers and local 

leaders.  To see the program calendar click here. 

 We're proud of our alumni: 

 Mark Rupp (‘01) is an attorney who worked for State Rep. Ed Murray and US Sen. Maria Cantwell 

and currently serves as Gov. Gregoire’s federal liaison in Washington, D.C. 

 Kevin Van de Wege, (’02), a firefighter from Sequim, was elected to represent the 24th District in 

the Washington State House of Representatives in 2006. 

 Sudha Nandagopal (’08) and Kelly Drake (’07) work with Washington Conservation Voters to keep 

our elected  officials green and moving a green, pro-environment agenda forward.  

 Jennifer Estroff (’09), a community health educator in Ellensburg, got involved in politics through 

the Obama campaign and currently is the Kittitas County State Committeewoman and a member of 

the WSDCC Rules Committee. 

These are just a few of our graduates who are changing the political landscape.  IDF can count 

among its alumni labor leaders, congressional staff, policy analysts, campaign workers, political con-

sultants, lawyers, fundraisers, and engaged citizens who volunteer on campaigns and in their com-

munities.  We are proud for our small part we play in these successes.   

Can you help us build our next great class?  Do you know someone who might be interested in our 

program?  Send them our way!  

 For more detailed information on the program and to apply visit our website at 

www.democraticfuture.org.  We'll be accepting applications through November 20.  Please feel free 

to forward this email to anyone else who might be interested. If you have any questions or com-

ments please call 425-395-4330 or contact me at ovrobinson@gmail.com. 

Olivia Robinson 

Board Chair 

Institute for a Democratic Future 
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11th Legislative District Democratic Organization Endorsements 

As of September 15, 2009 

Endorsed by Acclamation: 
Port of Seattle Commissioner Position Number. 1: John Creighton 

 

King County  

KC Executive:        Dow Constantine   
KC Council Members:       Julia Patterson 

KC Assessor:      Lloyd Hara 

       Bob Rosenberger 
  

Port of Seattle  
Commissioner Position Number 3:     Rob Holland 

Commissioner Position Number 4:     Max Vekich 

 

Court of Appeals, Division No. 1, District No. 1 
Judge Position Number 3:     Anne Ellington 

 

City of Seattle  

City Attorney:       Peter Holmes 
Council Position Number 2:        Richard Conlin 

       David Ginsberg 
Council Position Number 4:    David Bloom 

Council Position Number 6:    Nick Licata 

  
Seattle School Board District No. 1 

 Director Position 5:    Mary Bass  
Director Position 7:    Wilson Chin 

     Betty Patu 

City of Burien  

Council Position Number 1:    Jack Block, Jr. 
Council Position Number 7:    Brian Bennett 

 

City of Renton 

Council Position Number 2:    Jim Flynn 
 

City of Tukwila 

Council Position Number 7:    De’Sean Quinn 

 

Ballot Issues 
Proposition 1: North Highline South Annexation Area  Yes 

Proposed Annexation to the City of Burien 

All King County Charter Amendments   Yes 
Referendum 71       Yes 

Initiative 1033      No 
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It has been a good summer. I hope you have enjoyed it. I only had “Stay-cations” but that was OK. I got some much 
needed work done here.  

One of the most important things was to connect with the not-for-profit Justice Works and Juan Vega the Voter Regis-

tration Campaign Manager. Juan joined me with some volunteers as we set up a table at the Seafair Indian Days Pow-
wow at Discovery Park. We were out to register “previously incarcerated persons” to vote. I decided that we needed to 

get the word out to the Native population that a new law had been signed by the Governor making it easier to restore 

your right to vote if you had been convicted of a felony. The new law states that if you have served your time and are 
no longer under supervision of the Dept. of Corrections you may get your right to vote restored. You no longer have to 

have paid all of your fines and penalties but need to show a good faith effort to pay those down. This was the biggest 
obstacle to getting their rights restored; they never could make enough to do so. We registered 18 at the Pow-wow and 

did really well at Hemp Fest with over 500 voters. Juan has the names of some 150,000 people who will be able to reg-

ister this year and next from the state. WE need your help! We need to get all these people registered before the 2010 
election. If you have lawyer skills there are some briefs to prepare. Everyone one else can talk to Juan and help by con-

tacting some of them. 

 Justice Works info:  

 (206)-725-9189  

 Email: deloresvega56@yahoo.com  

They have a thrift store and office at:  

 5101 Rainier Ave. S. Suite #106 Seattle, WA. 98118 
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A major decision was made at the Washington State Democratic Central Committee 
quarterly meeting about party nominations for statewide office.   In past years we have 
been able to rely on primary elections to choose candidates for the general election, but 
with the top two primary, we have to have a nomination process in place, or any random 
candidate can stat that s/he “prefers the Democratic Party.”  Litigation is still in progress 
on this issue. 

In 2008, the PCOs for each congressional district met at a Congressional District caucus, 
during which delegates to the national convention were also chosen.  In non-presidential 
election years, no national delegates are chosen, and holding precinct caucuses and CD 
caucuses costs a lot of extra money that the state party will have trouble coming up with 
next year.  (The state office staff has been reduced from 12 to 8 this year). 

Therefore, the Elections Committee and the Rules Committee recommended that the pre-
cinct caucuses and the CD caucuses meet only during presidential election years.  Legis-
lative District and County caucuses will be held as usual, and 1200 delegates and 600 al-
ternates will be selected for the state party convention of 2010.  (The Affirmative Action 
Committee has not yet finished its plan, and the final plan will be subject to review.)  A 
motion to reduce the numbers of delegates was defeated. 

Central Committee members from Eastern Washington were concerned that, with both 
LD and county representatives, the Central Committee is weighted toward members from 
the Puget Sound area who don’t know local candidates and issues and would have too 
much influence over congressional nominees outside of their own districts.  A motion to 
restore precinct caucus to the plan failed, and a motion to restore CD election to PCOs at 
CD conventions also failed. 

A compromise motion was proposed that congressional district caucuses do the actual 
nomination of candidates and have them ratified by the Central Committee.   There are 
still concerns from the 4th CD that with three candidates expressing interest in the 2010 
race that January 1st is still much too early to do the best possible candidate selec-
tion.  Also, I have a problem with the lack of adequate representation of LD members 
which have their LDs divided among more than one CD.  As it stands now, Azziem 
would vote for the 8th CD nominee and I would vote for the 7th CD nominee based on our 
CD of residence, leaving residents of the 9th CD in the 11th LD without representation.  I 
think proportional voting would be better, but this was not considered. 

A motion to hold state party convention of 2010 in Vancouver was also approved, 
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Official Call  
11th Legislative District Monthly Meeting  
Tuesday, October 20, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.  

Carpenter’s Hall – 231 Burnett Avenue North  

Renton, Washington  98057 
Proposed Agenda 

(Endorsements may be considered) 

Upcoming 11th District Meetings 

   Genera; Membership Meeting  
Tuesday, October 20, 2009  7:00 PM 

  Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Avenue North 

Executive Board Meeting: Thursday  October 1 – 7pm 
   Renton Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Avenue North 

 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Call to Order  
Flag Salute  
 

7:05 p.m. 
Approve Past Minutes 
Approve Agenda 
 

7:10 p.m.  
Hot Topic - changes in the caucus process for the “off years”  
 
7:30 p.m. 
Effective Ways to Make Your Point with Your Congressional Delegation 
  

  
8:00 p.m. Break 
 
8:10 p.m. Nominations for Treasurer and KCDCC Alternate Male Representative.    

 
  

8:15 p.m. 
11th LD Membership Endorsement Voting (if needed) – Credentialed members only 
make nominations for endorsements and vote. 
 
8:20 p.m. Officer Reports 
 

 

8:45 p.m.  - Raffle Prizes 
 

8:50 p.m.  - Good of the Order 
9:00 p.m.  -  Adjourn 


