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  11th LD Democratic Organization Chair              Martha Koester 

January 2012 Chair’s Report 

Happy New Year to all of you—we have a very busy and important year in front of us.  The redistricting 
maps are close to being official, so we will be saying goodbye to a number of members and welcoming 
many new people. 

We will be losing a number of people on the executive board as soon as the redistricting becomes official, 
including myself.   Along with Secretary Marlene Allbright, I will be moving to the 34th LD.  PCO coordinator 
George Summers and Legislative Action Committee representative Don Bennett will be in the 33rd, unless 
George decides to buy a house in Seattle within our boundaries.  He’s considering it.  Our newsletter editor 
Virginia Young has not been able to perform her duties over the last few months because of illness; I have 
taken that over.  That means that we will be needing people to step up to do this work. 

Our caucuses will be on April 15, 2012 at 1:00pm.  The state party has ruled that the new legislative district 
organizations should organize them.  I think that this is a foolish addition of more complexity and work right 
at a time when we don’t need that, but I wasn’t asked.  In my opinion it would have made far more sense for 
the old organizations to run the precinct caucuses.  The elected precinct delegates could then attend the 
legislative district caucuses organized by the new LDs.  Anyway, given the added difficulties, we will need 
more volunteers to help prepare for the caucuses and run them. 

Upcoming programs 

***11th Legislative District Democrats General Membership meeting January 17, 2012 – 7:00pm at 
Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N, Renton, WA 98057.   Chili and fixings at 6:30PM. No set price, but 
we are leaving a begging bowl on the dinner table. 

The candidates listed in the official call have requested audiences with our organization.  Others who have 
not may also run—we’ll keep you posted.  We will need to make a formal decision about our 2012 
endorsement process.  We have early endorsed our state representative Zack Hudgins, who is running for 
Secretary of State to replace Sam Reed.  When considering endorsements for candidates within the 11th 
LD, the issue of who should be allowed to do this comes up.  A number of us will not be able to vote for 11th 
LD state legislature candidates—should we be allowed to endorse for these positions, or should we set an 
endorsement date after the new organization convenes?  The eboard has agreed that such a date should 
precede the King County endorsements. 

CANDIDATES!  Please fill in the King County endorsement questionnaire and have it posted on the 
King County Democrats website.  We use this document instead of writing our own questionnaire. 
http://wa-demchairs.org/kcdems/2011/races.php 
http://wa-demchairs.org/kcdems/2011/blank.2011q.doc 
 

2012 membership dues now due 
 

Meeting after the meeting 

Does the break seem too short to finish conversations with people you meet?  People who don’t have to get 
up early and don’t have other places to be right away adjourn to The Rock Restaurant at the Renton 
Landing to knock back a few.  To get to 830 N 10th St, just go north on Burnett Ave, turn left on 4th St and 
then right onto Logan Ave.  Turn right at 10th St and the restaurant is on the left side of the street. 

GO DEMS!! 

Martha Koester 
Chair, 11th Legislative District Democrats 

http://wa-demchairs.org/kcdems/2011/races.php
http://wa-demchairs.org/kcdems/2011/blank.2011q.doc
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2011— 2013 11th Legislative District Democratic Organization Executive Board 

Officers     

Chair Martha Koester 206-762-6417 chair@11thlddems.org 

Vice-Chair Marvin Rosete 425-255-2009  vicechair@11thlddems.org 

Treasurer Roxanne Kangas 425-255-1303  treasurer@11thlddems.org 

Deputy Treasurer Marvin Rosete 206-554-1691 vicechair@11thlddems.org 

Secretary Marlene Allbright 206-248-5628 secretary@11thlddems.org  

WSDCC - Male Azziem Underwood 425-652-9549 meizza@yahoo.com  

WSDCC - Female Kate Kruller 206-853-9330  wsdccscw@11thlddems.org 

KCDCC – Male James Flynn 425-221-0883   

KCDCC - Female Rosemary Quesenberry 425-271-4396 running4renton@msn.com 

KCDCC - M Alt Roger Pence 206-276-5668  rpence@cablespeed.com  

KCDCC - F Alt Emily Willoughby 206-241-5885  emilya57@comcast.net   

KCDCC - LAC Don  Bennett 206-242-9113 bennettdonebe@aol.com    

Appointments     

Programs                                        

Parliamentarian Vacant    

Raffle Azziem  Underwood 425-430-2652 meizza@yahoo.com  

Membership Retention George Summers 206-244-0632 g.e.summers@worldnet.att.net 

Webmaster Robert Kangas 206-554-1691 webmaster@11thlddems.org  

PCO Activities Vacant    

Newsletter Editor Vacant    

 

Welcome to the  

11th Legislative Democratic Organization 

 

You are Invited to attend the  
Monthly Meetings and engage in democracy in action!  

Your dues enable you to receive the district newsletter,  
help us defer our meeting  expenses, and support our efforts on  

behalf of Democratic candidates. We provide or participate actively  

in fun and informative opportunities to reach out to  
Democrats and other voters in the 11th District. 

 

Your volunteer efforts will further our goal   
of active members in all of the  

11th District precincts. 
 

We welcome you!     

mailto:marvin.rosete@gmail.com
mailto:marvin.rosete@gmail.com
mailto:meizza@yahoo.com
mailto:jayholli1@msn.com
mailto:bhargerj321@aol.com
mailto:bennettdonebe@aol.com
mailto:meizza@yahoo.com
mailto:g.e.summers@worldnet.att.net
mailto:alene@theflutededge.com
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THE 11TH DISTRICT JOURNAL 

WWW.11THLDDEMS.ORG  

TREASURER             

                                                                                                                                                      

 

Memberships: 

____ Regular Membership $15.00   ____ Family Membership          $27.00 

____ Captain Membership $50.00   ____ Living Lightly            $6.00 

____ Liberty Membership  $100.00   ____ Silver Membership             $250.00 

 ____ Family Sponsorship   $100.00  

____ Gold Membership     $500.00   ____ Platinum Membership  $1,000.00 

 

NAME________________________________________________________________________________                                                                         

(Please list all household names joining if membership is for Family or Sponsor)  

Telephone: _____________________ E-Mail: ________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ______________________________________________ State: _____________________________ 

Zip Code: __________________________ 

Employer______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________________ State:___________________________________ 

Occupation_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  

We now have online payment with Click and Pledge.  You can make one-time only payments 

or pledge a minimum of $5/month.  See our website for details. http://www.11thlddems.org/

blog/ 

Send to: 11th District Democrats c/o  Treasurer:  

PO BOX 1133,  Renton, WA. 98057-1133 

Please Send in Your 2012 Membership Dues Now 

 (Make checks payable to the 11th District Democrats)  

 

11th District Democrats 

PO BOX 1133 

Renton, WA. 98057-1133 

http://www.11thlddems.org/blog/
http://www.11thlddems.org/blog/
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Upcoming events 
 

January 12, 2012 

S King County Alliance for Retired  

Americans meets at 

Kent Senior Center 

220 4th Ave S 

Kent, WA 

11:30am-1:00pm 

Program TBD—Contact chair Robin Guevarra 

for more information at 206-762-3848 

 

January 16, 2012 

30th Annual Seattle/King County 

Rally and March in celebration of 

MLK Jr's birthday  

 

Garfield High School  

400 23rd Ave  

Seattle, WA 98122 

 

Recapturing MLK Jr.'s Revolutionary Spirit! 

9:30 - 11 a.m.:  Workshops  

11 - 12:30 Rally  

12:30 March downtown ~ followed  

by free lunch in Garfield High's commons  
 

January 18, 2012 

 
 

 

 

Physicians for a National Health Program meets from 

7:00PM-9:00PM at 

Swedish/Cherry Hill Campus 

Conference Center Auditorium 

http://www.pnhpwesternwashington.org/ 

pnhp.westernwashington@comcast.net 

 

January 20, 2012  

Occupy the Courts  

Seattle joins a one day  

occupation of Federal Courthouses  

across the country. RSVP at 
http://www.facebook.com/events/285991341453769/  
 

January 21, 201 

People Ignited Against Citizens United  

Westlake Park 

12pm-3:00pm  

 

Corporations are not people! 

A broad coalition that includes  

Occupy Seattle, Move to Amend,  

People for Free Speech sponsors a 

kickoff a public awareness campaign  

 

Amend the Constitution to limit the 

power of corporations to impact elections. 

 

 

 

January 24, 2012 

King County Democratic Central Committee 

7:00PM at Renton Carpenters Hall 

 

January 30, 2012 

4:30pm – 7:00 pm 

Democratic Legislative District  

Happy Hour Mixer  

At Amore Infused in Belltown 

(The owner is a good Democrat and a kind soul. 

Every year he fixes a big Thanksgiving dinner 

a nd opens up his restaurant to feed the homeless. 

 This year he fed 800 people.) 

522 Wall St 

Sponsored by the 36th LD—Let s have fun and get to 

know each other. 

Darcy Burner plans to attend. 

Letter to Adam Smith 
(for approval by the body) 

 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

 

The National Defense Authorization Act 

(NDAA) has unfortunately passed and been 

signed into law.  The indefinite detention pro-

visions were opposed, not only by organiza-

tions such as the ACLU, but also by virtually 

every national security official, including Sec-

retary of Defense Leon Panetta, CIA Director 

David Petraeus, FBI Director Robert Mueller, 

Director of National Intelligence James Clap-

per, White House Advisor for Counterterror-

ism John Brennan, and DOJ National Security 

head Lisa Monaco.  President Obama ex-

pressed reservations in a signing statement, 

but signed anyway. 

 

The 11th Legislative District Democrats 

strongly commend your stand against these 

provisions, particularly your statement on the 

House floor as Ranking Member of the House 

Armed Services Committee.  Even though fear 

won the day, it is some consolation to know 

that some of our representatives had the cour-

age to do the right thing. 

 

Sincerely, 

Martha Koester 

Chair, 11th Legislative District Democrats 

http://www.pnhpwesternwashington.org/
mailto:pnhp.westernwashington@comcast.net
http://www.facebook.com/events/285991341453769/
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Kate Kruller Sworn in as Tukwila City 

Council Member on January 3, 2012 

 

Robert and Roxanne Kangas, Marvin Rosete, Emily 

Willoughby Abshir Mahamed and Kate’s family and a 

number of friends attended the ceremony.  It is so reward-

ing to be on the winning side.  What won this campaign 

was planning and execution every step of the way, start-

ing with Robert’s excellent web site design.  Even voters 

who try hard to do their homework often find it hard to 

decide on down-ticket contests, looking for familiar names  

 

on endorsement lists and looking online to become better 

informed.  A well-maintained website is crucial here.  Was 

it the phone banking, the targeted walk lists, Zack’s assis-

tance with a robocall setup, prompt email responses, 

Kate’s performance at the candidate forum?  I’d vote for 

All of the Above—it all matters. 

—Martha  

Story from the Tukwila Reporter  http://

www.tukwilareporter.com/community/136819328.html  
 

Caucus and Convention  
Schedule for 2012 
 

Precinct caucuses will be held on Sunday, April 15, 

2012 at 1:00 p.m.  Delegates are elected to the legisla-

tive district caucuses and county conventions. The size 

of each legislative district delegation is determined by a 

formula giving equal weight to the number of active 

registered voters in each legislative district and an av-

erage of the Democratic presidential and gubernatorial 

vote in the 2008 general election. The executive board 

will be arranging locations in Seattle, Renton, Tukwila, 

Burien and North Highline.  We don't yet have the data 

which will be used to calculate how many delegates 

each precinct will have.  Besides the election of dele-

gates, resolutions and platform issues will be forward-

ed for consideration at the King County Convention. 

 

The legislative district caucus will be held on Saturday, 

April 28, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at a location TBD. Dele-

gates to the congressional district caucuses will be 

elected.  Currently the 11th LD is divided among the 

7th, 8th and 9th congressional districts. 

 

The King County convention will be held on Sunday, 

April 29, 2012 at 10 a.m.  The King County platform 

will be adopted and resolutions passed on issues of con-

cern to the body. 

 

The final step before the Democratic Party state con-

vention will be the congressional district caucuses, 

which will held on Sunday, May 20, 2012. Washington 

State’s congressional district-level delegates are appor-

tioned among the congressional districts based on a 

formula giving equal weight to the vote for the Demo-

cratic candidates in the 2008 presidential and guberna-

torial elections. These delegates will attend the nation-

al convention.  The 7th CD will elect 6 male and 6 fe-

male delegates for a total of 12.  The 8th CD will elect 4 

male and 4 female delegates for a total of 8.  The 9th 

CD will elect 3 male and 4 female delegates for a total 

of 7. 

 

The state convention will be held June 2nd in Seattle. 

 

This process is often going to be confusing, because we 

will be reorganizing according to new legislative dis-

trict and congressional district boundaries.  At least we 

know who our presidential nominee will be—thank 

heavens for small favors.  We will have four years to 

adapt before we have another contested presidential 

primary in 2016. 

Kate being sworn in by Mayor Haggerton 

Signing the oath of office 

http://www.tukwilareporter.com/community/136819328.html
http://www.tukwilareporter.com/community/136819328.html
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 An update to the Washington Investment Trust stakeholders 
 

As the 2012 legislative session quickly approaches, I want to give you an update on where we are at regarding the 

creation of the Washington Investment Trust (a public bank for WA State). 

 

The Infrastructure Financing Taskforce Committee met on December 28 and we took significant action by voting 6-0 

on a bill recommendation to the next legislative session to create the Washington Investment Trust. 

 

We are wrapping up the final bill language and expect to file the bill next week.  I’m hoping it will get heard early in 

session.  I want to give you this information so that you’ll be prepared to come to the legislative hearings to support the 

bill. I will, of course, alert you as to when it will take place as soon as the bill is scheduled.  Senator Keiser has agreed 

to prime sponsor a Senate companion bill. 

 

Below is a brief summary of the intent of the proposed legislation and, if you want to watch the December 28 meeting, 

you can do so online accessing the TVW archives, here. 

 

There are significant public infrastructure and higher education needs of the state that are unmet, and the level of 

unmet need has been exacerbated by the economic downturn. But there are opportunities to use the state's depository 

assets to generate additional benefit for the people and the economy of the state, which can be achieved by creating the 

Washington Investment Trust as a legacy institution that amasses sufficient capital reserves to address opportunities 

now and in the future. 

 

The Washington Investment Trust may: 

 

(a) Facilitate investment in, and financing of, public infrastructure systems that will increase public health, 

safety and quality of life, improve environmental conditions, and promote community vitality and economic 

growth; 

 

(b) Assist students who are in need of additional low-cost student loans in order to finance the cost of higher 

education; and 

 

(c) Leverage Washington's financial capital and resources, and work in partnership with financial institutions, 

community-based organizations, economic development organizations, guaranty agencies, and other 

stakeholder groups. 

 

The mission of the trust is to utilize Washington's depository assets in ways that afford most efficient use of 

taxpayer revenues and public resources for the benefit of the people and economy of the state. 

 

To read the entire proposed bill and review previous actions taken by the Infrastructure Financing Taskforce 

Committee, please go to the committee website here. 

 

 

Thanks and please keep in touch, 

Bob Hasegawa 

Washington State Representative 

 11th Legislative District 

http://www.housedemocrats.wa.gov/roster/rep-bob-hasegawa/ 

 

Hotline: 800/562.6000 

Phone: 360/786.7862 

Legislative Aide:  Marissa Chavez 

Olympia Office: 

425 John L. O'Brien Building 

        P.O. Box 40600 

        Olympia, WA 98504-0600 

        360/786.7862 
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 It’s no secret that Republicans want to destroy 
Medicare and Social Security 
 

The Ryan Plan would 
eliminate traditional 
Medicare.  Instead of 
having all necessary care 
covered, you will be given a 
voucher to purchase the 
same kind of lousy private 
insurance that seniors 
could not afford before 
Medicare was enacted. 

 

Why would Democratic 
Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) 
want to help them?  Fight back!!  
Tell Senator Wyden and your representatives to 
save our lifelines. Do not support any candidate 
for an open Congressional seat who will not 
pledge to defend Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid. 

Senator Wyden and Paul Ryan have walked back the original plan to eliminate 
Medicare all at once.  Now they propose (and are backed by every single 
Republican presidential candidate) to make vouchers voluntary, destroying 
Medicare slowly instead of all at once. Medicare patients with poor health or 
chronic conditions would find that most private plans are closed to them, since it's 
unprofitable to actually pay to treat them. They would remain in traditional 
Medicare, where costs would rise as more chronic patients joined and healthier 
patients fled to cheaper plans that allowed only healthy people. This would raise 

the costs of 
traditional 
Medicare, which 
would then push 
up premium prices, 
co-payments, and 
deductibles.  Since 
private companies 
would be allowed 
to cherry pick the 
healthy, the once 
proud public 
program would be effectively ended.  

Republican Congressman 
Eric Cantor on NPR said 
“We've got to protect today's 
seniors. But for the rest of 
us? We're going to have to 
come to grips with the fact 
that these programs cannot 
exist if we want America to 
be what we want America 
to be.” 

Republican candidate for gover-
nor of Washington State Rob 
McKenna told the UW Young 
Republicans that it was 
“unfortunate” that Americans 
overwhelmingly oppose Medi-
care changes proposed by Rep-
resentative Paul Ryan passed 

Free faxes! 
 

http://faxzero.com/ 
http://www.gotfreefax.com/ 
Email, for obvious reasons, is restricted to 
constituents.  Phones and faxes are not.  For 
critical issues, consider adding faxes to your 
activist arsenal.  Sometimes staff will ask 
your address when you call.  If you don’t live 
in Oregon, explain that you are calling or 
faxing because of Medicare privatization. 
 
A note on free faxes:  they must be from a 
valid email address.  When you send a fax, 
they send it first to your email address and 
give you a link to click on.  Only clicking the 
link you got by email will send the fax.  Limit 
2 per day, no more than 3 pages.  For 
$10/month you can send more faxes and 
more pages.  If you want to ramp up your 
activities as an online activist, and can afford 
it, this would be a good investment. 

Email for constituents only—tell everyone you know 
in Oregon to contact Senator Wyden. 
 
221 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5244 
Fax: 202-228-2717  
 
Local office phones: 503-326-7525, 541-431-0229, 541-
962-7691. 541-858-5122, 541-330-9142 

http://faxzero.com/
http://www.gotfreefax.com/
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11th Legislative District Democratic Organization Monthly Meeting 
November 15, 2011 

 

Call to order 

Chair, Martha Koester called to order the regular meeting of the 11th Legislative District 

Democratic Organization at 7:00 pm on November 15, 2011 at Renton Carpenter’s Hall, 

Renton, Washington. 

 

Approval of minutes from last meeting – Motion entertained to approve October minutes, motion 

approved. 

 

Reports of Officers – Treasurer’s report available online 

 

Credentials Report - 25 

 

New business 

 

VoteBuilder – Azziem Underwood has volunteered to call VoteBuilder. Discussion occurred regarding the 

DNC cutting back on funding for VoteBuilder. Crucial elections are coming up, and current data is badly 

needed. 

 

Christmas Party – Martha will call Kate to contact Renton Tech to do the catering for the Christmas party. 

Motion is made for Renton Tech to do the catering. Motion carries. 

 

Zach Hudgins – Announcing for Secretary of State, and asking the 11th District for an early endorsement. 

Motion to suspend the rules to have an early endorsement. Defer to the Chair – Rules are suspended. 

Azziem asks for the sole endorsement for Zach Hudgins. Motion for the sole endorsement passes. 

 

Paul Carr, Seattle author has announced his new book named, “Santa’s First Magical Ride.” The book is 

illustrated by Herb Leonard. The children’s book will be in stock December 1, with 10% of proceeds going 

to the 11th District Democrats. The book is $24.95 

 

Representative Tina Orwall came to our meeting to discuss the joint Town Hall meeting with 

Representative Bob Hasegawa at Sea-Tac Community Center on Saturday, November 19. Representative 

Orwall will be discussing the Foreclosure Fairness Program and Representative Hasegawa will present 

proposed legislation on the Washington  Investment Trust.  

 

Election News - Kate Kruller is currently 90 votes ahead. November 28 is the final count. Martha stated 

that Liz Giba won the election for North Highline Fire Commissioner. In other news, the Tim Eyman 

initiative 1125 went down to defeat. Due to the passage of Initiative 1183, 900 jobs will be lost. Advisory 

Measure No. 1, which allows cardrooms in Tukwila, has apparently passed. This will mean 2 million 

dollars in annual revenue to the City of Tukwila. 

 

Larry Grubb Memorial - Larry’s Memorial is to be held on Saturday, November 19, at Mick Kelly’s Irish 

Pub in Burien. It will be held from 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm 

 

Adjournment 

Martha Koester adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm. 



The 11th District Journal is published on a monthly basis as a means of notice of general membership meetings. It is published and 

distributed 10 days preceding general meetings pursuant to District Bylaws. 
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