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  11th LD Democratic Organization Chair            Azziem Underwood 

March 2012 Chair’s Report 
 

As chair of this district, I’m supporting Bob Hasegawa for Senate, Zack Hudgins and Bobby Virk for the House positions. This 

is a winning team that we can be proud of and it will strengthen our district. I wish them the best of luck and they have my 

full support. I also would like to recognize that fact that we have other great candidates seeking to represent our district and I 

hope to meet and talk with each of them sooner than later. 

 

Hey Democrats – Tell your friends and neighbors:  It’s time to put democracy in action again by attending your caucuses. Step 

Number One in the caucusing process is to participate in your precinct caucus and we have four locations throughout our 

district where you can become engaged.  And these are the locations: 

 

Precinct Caucus Locations 

 for SUNDAY - APRIL 15, 2012 – 12:30 PM SIGN-IN 

1:00 PM CAUCUSES START 

 

(SEATTLE) Asa Mercer Middle School ~1600 S. Columbian Way Seattle WA 98108, 

(RENTON) Nelsen Middle School ~ 2403 Jones Ave S Renton, WA 98055,  

(RENTON HIGHLANDS) Maplewood Heights Elementary School ~ 130 Jericho Avenue Southeast  Renton, WA 98059 ***  

(TUKWILA) Showalter Middle School ~ 4628 S 144th St, Tukwila, 98168. 

 

SEE YOU THERE ON SUNDAY THE 15TH 

The Renton Schools need our help…  per TRACEY COMPTON, Renton Reporter Staff writer. -  In an unanimous vote, the 

Renton School Board decided Wednesday night to put the "Building for a Lifetime of Learning School Construction" bond 

measure on the April 17 election ballot. Board members said they did not want to lose momentum after the bond measure 

failed by a little more than 300 votes in the Feb. 14 special election. Also, the other possible election dates did not look 

favorable for the successful passage of the bond measure, board members said. The $97 million bond measure includes plans 

to build a new junior high and make improvements to the pool at Lindbergh High School. 
 

Upcoming programs 

***11th Legislative District Democrats General Membership meeting March 20, 2012 – 7:00pm at 

Carpenters Hall, 231 Burnett Ave N, Renton, WA 98057.   Dinner at 6:30PM. No set price, but we are leaving 

a begging bowl on the dinner table. 

 

Meeting after the meeting 

Does the break seem too short to finish conversations with people you meet?  People who don’t have to get up early and don’t 

have other places to be right away adjourn to The Rock Restaurant at the Renton Landing to knock back a few.  To get to 830 

N 10th St, just go north on Burnett Ave, turn left on 4th St and then right onto Logan Ave.  Turn right at 10th St and the 

restaurant is on the left side of the street. 

 

 

 

Azzeim Underwood, Chair 

11th LD Democrats 
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2011— 2013 11th Legislative District Democratic Organization Executive Board 

Officers     

Chair Azziem Underwood 425-652-9549 chair@11thlddems.org 

Vice-Chair Marvin Rosete 425-255-2009  vicechair@11thlddems.org 

Treasurer Christopher Anderson 425-207-6161  treasurer@11thlddems.org 

Deputy Treasurer Marvin Rosete 206-554-1691 vicechair@11thlddems.org 

Secretary Jerri Wood 425-221-1588 secretary@11thlddems.org  

WSDCC - Male Azziem Underwood 425-652-9549 meizza@yahoo.com  

WSDCC - Female Kate Kruller 206-853-9330  wsdccscw@11thlddems.org 

KCDCC – Male James Flynn 425-221-0883  james.flynn@comcast.net 

KCDCC - Female Rosemary Quesenberry 425-271-4396 running4renton@msn.com 

KCDCC - M Alt Roger Pence 206-276-5668  rpence@cablespeed.com  

KCDCC - F Alt Emily Willoughby 206-241-5885  emilya57@comcast.net   

KCDCC - LAC Don  Bennett 206-242-9113 bennettdonebe@aol.com    

Appointments     

Programs                                        

Parliamentarian Vacant    

Raffle Azziem  Underwood 425-430-2652 meizza@yahoo.com  

Membership Retention George Summers 206-244-0632 g.e.summers@worldnet.att.net 

Webmaster Robert Kangas 206-554-1691 webmaster@11thlddems.org  

PCO Activities Vacant    

Newsletter Editor Bill Taylor 425-271-2286 williamataylor@comcast.net 

 

Welcome to the  

11th Legislative Democratic Organization 

 

You are Invited to attend the  
Monthly Meetings and engage in democracy in action!  

Your dues enable you to receive the district newsletter,  
help us defer our meeting  expenses, and support our efforts on  

behalf of Democratic candidates. We provide or participate actively  

in fun and informative opportunities to reach out to  
Democrats and other voters in the 11th District. 

 

Your volunteer efforts will further our goal   
of active members in all of the  

11th District precincts. 
 

We welcome you!     

mailto:marvin.rosete@gmail.com
mailto:marvin.rosete@gmail.com
mailto:meizza@yahoo.com
mailto:jayholli1@msn.com
mailto:bhargerj321@aol.com
mailto:bennettdonebe@aol.com
mailto:meizza@yahoo.com
mailto:g.e.summers@worldnet.att.net
mailto:alene@theflutededge.com
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THE 11TH DISTRICT JOURNAL 

WWW.11THLDDEMS.ORG  

TREASURER             

                                                                                                                                                      

 

Memberships: 

____ Regular Membership $15.00   ____ Family Membership          $27.00 

____ Captain Membership $50.00   ____ Living Lightly            $6.00 

____ Liberty Membership  $100.00   ____ Silver Membership             $250.00 

 ____ Family Sponsorship   $100.00  

____ Gold Membership     $500.00   ____ Platinum Membership  $1,000.00 

 

NAME________________________________________________________________________________                                                                         

(Please list all household names joining if membership is for Family or Sponsor)  

Telephone: _____________________ E-Mail: ________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ______________________________________________ State: _____________________________ 

Zip Code: __________________________ 

Employer______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:__________________________________________ State:___________________________________ 

Occupation_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  

We now have online payment with Click and Pledge.  You can make one-time only payments 

or pledge a minimum of $5/month.  See our website for details. http://www.11thlddems.org/

blog/ 

Send to: 11th District Democrats c/o  Treasurer:  

PO BOX 1133,  Renton, WA. 98057-1133 

Please Send in Your 2012 Membership Dues Now 

 (Make checks payable to the 11th District Democrats)  

 

11th District Democrats 

PO BOX 1133 

Renton, WA. 98057-1133 

http://www.11thlddems.org/blog/
http://www.11thlddems.org/blog/
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Upcoming events 
 

March 16, 2011 

Seattle Community Law Center Celebration 

Shilshole Bay Beach Club 

6413 Seaview Ave NW 

Seattle, WA 98107 

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Tickets $40 

https://www.seattlecommlaw.org 

Rep. Jim McDermott talks about saving Social  

Security Disability Insurance. 

 

March 17, 2011 

King County Voter Outreach 

Register voters at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

Meet at International Dist. Starbucks 

505 5th Ave S. 

At 10:30 am 

RSVP on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/

events/190527031050325/ or contact Brian Carver 

at 206-369-8037 

 

March 18, 2011 

Congressman Jim McDermott's Potato Fest 

Northgate Community Center 

10510 5th Ave NE 

Seattle, WA 98125 

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Tickets 

https://www.upwardstech.net/mcdermott/potatofest 
 

March 21, 2012 

Physicians for a National Health Program  

7:00PM-9:00PM  

 

 

 

 

 

Swedish/Cherry Hill Campus 

Conference Center Auditorium 

http://www.pnhpwesternwashington.org/ 

pnhp.westernwashington@comcast.net 

 

March 27, 2012 

King County Democratic Central Committee 

7:00PM at Renton Carpenters Hall 

 

April 12, 2012 

Learn the truth about Social Security 

Student Union at Highline Community College 

Olympus room 

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Questions?  Contact 

ssworkswa@gmail.com  
or call 206-529-6360 

Cosponsored with 30th LD Democrats 

 

 

Commit to attending precinct caucuses 

In 2008, the Washington State Democrats hosted 

the largest Precinct Caucuses in United States his-

tory. We're hoping history repeats itself in 2012. 

The Washington State Democratic Precinct Caucus-

es are on April 15th, beginning at 1:00 pm. The Pre-

cinct Caucuses are your chance to be a part of the 

movement that keeps Barack Obama in the White 

House. 

This Saturday, Washington Republicans will gather 

for their Caucuses and show how divided the Repub-

lican Party remains in their search for a Presiden-

tial candidate. We need you to come out to our Cau-

cuses on April 15th to show that we stand behind 

our President! 

Click here to commit to caucus on April 15th, and 

we'll make sure you get up-to-date information on 

the 2012 Caucuses and Conventions. http://www.wa-

democrats.org/commit 

Attending your Precinct Caucus is also a great way 

to shape the Democratic Party Platform and work 

toward becoming a delegate to the Democratic Na-

tional Convention in Charlotte. 

The Precinct Caucuses are just the first of several 

steps on the road to the National Convention. 

We've created a training video explaining how to 

become a national delegate. We've also posted an 

FAQ, links to important documents, and a list of im-

portant dates. 

Visit and bookmark our Caucus information page to 

find the latest news about the 2012 Caucuses and 

Conventions: 

http://www.wa-democrats.org/caucuses 

President Obama may not be facing opposition, but 

we still need you to caucus. We need to show that, 

while the other side is fighting over the nomination, 

our support for President Obama is strong. Please 

commit to caucus today. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jaxon Ravens 

Executive Director 

Washington State Democrats 

https://www.upwardstech.net/mcdermott/potatofest
http://www.facebook.com/events/190527031050325/
http://www.facebook.com/events/190527031050325/
https://www.upwardstech.net/mcdermott/potatofest
http://www.pnhpwesternwashington.org/
mailto:pnhp.westernwashington@comcast.net
mailto:ssworkswa@gmail.com
http://www.wa-democrats.org/commit
http://www.wa-democrats.org/commit
http://www.wa-democrats.org/caucuses
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11th Legislative District Democrats elect new officers 
Congratulations to our new Chair Azziem Underwood. 

 

Congratulations are also in order for Azziem for being elected 

by his fellow state committee men and women in the 8th Con-

gressional District to be their leader at the last state party 

quarterly meeting. 

  

He ran in a contested race and won handily.  Azziem will rep-

resent the 8th Congressional on the WSDCC Executive Board.  

Three cheers for Azziem—I believe this the first time that 

someone has been elected  from 11th LD Democrats to serve 

on the state party executive board.!! 

Meet your new 11th LD Democrats Executive Board (left to right) 

Jim Flynn, KCDCC committeeman , Marvin Rosete, Vice Chair, Christo-

pher Anderson, Treasurer, Roger Pence, KCDCC Alternate, Emily 

Willoughby, KCDCC Alternate, Azziem Underwood, Chair, Don Bennett, 

Legislative Action Committee Representative, and Jerri Wood,  

Secretary. 

 

Since Azzeim will be busy chairing meetings, we could use a volunteer to 

run the raffle.  Also, since Don will be in the 33rd LD, we will need a new 

Legislative Action Committee Representative next year. 

Adam Smith addresses the  

February meeting and discuss-

es the new 9th Congressional  

District 

Port Commissioner Rob Holland announces 

his candidacy for State Representative 

http://11thlddems.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/dems_02212012-3085.jpg
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America is NOT a Corporation 
 By Paula Joneli, 33rd LD eboard 

 
Much is touted about Republican Presidential candidate Mitt Romney's "successful business experience"; as if "successful 

businessman"  equals "successful US President". 

 

Let's take a look at that premise. 

 

The primary mission of a corporation is to provide a return (profit) to its shareholders.  The primary mission of a 

government is to protect its citizens. 

 

Some examples of Mission Statements: 

 

Bain Capital (Mitt's alma mater):  "Our mission at Bain Capital is to produce superior investment returns for our 

investors."  (Money makes money) 

 

Apple Computers:  "The Company is committed to bringing the best user experience to its customers through its innovative 

hardware, software, peripherals, and services."  (Superior products and services make money) 

 

USA:  "We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty upon 

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America."  (Note the 

capitalized words, deemed as most important to our founders; People, Union, Justice, Tranquility, Welfare, Blessings, 

Liberty, and Posterity all refer to protecting US citizens in the present and future) 

 

Granted, there is an enormous difference between the operations of Bain Capital and Apple Computer, proving that 

business success and humanity can coexist;  it is, however, not the norm.  Let's consider the contrasts of strictly running a 

successful business vs running a successful government, and the skill sets required of those in positions of authority: 

 

Businesses are obligated to show a profit; thus paying its expenses and providing a return to their shareholders.  A 

businessman requires all activities to show a profit or be abolished.  Skill sets required:  Strict financial analysis, bottom-

line decision-making. 

 

A government is obligated to protect its citizens and adhere to its Constitution; financing its operations through taxation, 

tariffs, etc.  A government has a fiduciary responsibility to its citizens to spend tax dollars wisely with the greatest benefit to 

the most citizens.  Skill sets required:  Needs assessment, cost analysis, negotiation, plan development. 

 

A corporation is an autocracy; with one group making decisions and all others following orders.  Skill sets required:  

Calculated decision-making, giving orders, praise/punishment.  (Note:  A union operating within a corporation amounts 

to a democracy operating within the autocracy.  No wonder that relationship can be so adversarial!) 

 
A government like ours is a representative republic; with "We the People" electing those who will make decisions for our 

country.  Skill-sets required:  Information-gathering, planning, consensus-building 

 

A government is owned by its citizens, and accountable to all of its citizens.  Skill set:  Responsiveness to the public 

A corporation's success is measured by how much money it makes.  Skill set:  Wringing profits from every activity 

A government's success is measured by the progress and success of its citizens as they build and operate a country together.  

Skill sets:  Team-building, creative thinking, problem-solving, leadership, diplomacy, populism, decisiveness, integrity. 

 

The previous occupant of the White House, George W Bush, used to enjoy bragging that he was the "first MBA President".  

At the time, I remember thinking that I would prefer a Constitutional scholar over an MBA to be in charge of my 

government.  Sadly, that opinion proved all too accurate; Constitutional knowledge is truly a more important qualification 

for a US President than a degree in Business. 

 

When shareholders are unhappy with a corporation, they sell their shares or stage a hostile takeover of the Board of 

Directors.  Skill set:  Lots of money to buy a majority position. 

 

 

(continued on p 7) 
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America is Not a Corporation 
(continued from p.6) 

 

When people are unhappy with their 

government, they take to the streets 

with public demonstrations like the 

Arab Spring and Occupy 

Movements.  In a democratic 

government, elected officials face the 

voters at previously-determined 

times for re-election or ouster.  Skill 

sets:  Listening, translating 

information to action. 

 

A corporation is owned by its 

shareholders, and accountable only 

to its shareholders; not its 

employees nor its customers.  Skill 

set:  Unwavering focus on the 

bottom line 

 

A government is owned by its 

citizens, and accountable to all of its 

citizens.  Skill set:  Responsiveness 

to the public 

 

A corporation's success is measured 

by how much money it makes.  Skill 

set:  Wringing profits from every 

activity 

 

A government's success is measured 

by the progress and success of its 

citizens as they build and operate a 

country together.  Skill sets:  Team-

building, creative thinking, problem-

solving, leadership, diplomacy, 

populism, decisiveness, integrity. 

 

The previous occupant of the White 

House, George W Bush, used to 

enjoy bragging that he was the "first 

MBA President".  At the time, I 

remember thinking that I would 

prefer a Constitutional scholar over 

an MBA to be in charge of my 

government.  Sadly, that opinion 

proved all too accurate; 

Constitutional knowledge is truly a 

more important qualification for a 

US President than a degree in 

Business. 

 

Now, our country appears to be 

poised on the brink of making a 

similar choice -- business experience 

or Constitutional knowledge and 

leadership ability.  Let's hope our 

memories are long enough to 

remember the debacle of our "first 

MBA President"! 

Scheduled for 2013— 
a concerted “bipartisan” attack on Medicare 
By Martha Koester, PCO Sylvan Precinct 

 
Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) has already gotten on board with Paul Ryan (R-WI) a more gradual 
approach to voucherizing Medicare.  According to recent reports, Rep. Hoyer is "looking to 
shake legislative politics" by forcing a vote on what the Washington Post called "a so-called 
grand bargain to raise taxes and restrain entitlement spending." 
 
Hoyer declined to provide any specifics to this proposal but he gave his remarks at an event 
hosted by an organization called Third Way, which is a Washington-based, so-called "moderate" 
Democratic think tank that shills for corporate interests and has previously advanced debunked 
arguments promoting cuts to Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid benefits. 
 
Hoyer's move—which appears to be in coordination with Third Way—poses a danger to our 
social safety net. We cannot remain quiet while such a prominent member of Democratic Lead-
ership appears to be working on a proposal which likely includes brutal cuts to Medicare, Medi-
caid or Social Security benefits. 
 
Medicare and Social Security are wildly popular programs, and the clear majority of Americans 
want to protect these benefits. If we push back hard and make sure that conservative Democrats 
like Hoyer don't cut a back room deal on benefit cuts with Republicans, we can hold the line and 
protect Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. 
 
House Democrats will be particularly sensitive to this kind of pressure in an election year—if we 
can expose this potential sell out, we can quash the momentum Hoyer and conservative Demo-
crats need to move forward with a "grand bargain" at the expense of benefit programs pivotal to 
millions of Americans. 
 
We have three open CD races in WA State this year.  Go to candidate forums and tell all 
of them that you expect them to pledge to defend Medicare from stealth privatization! 
 
Credo Action has a petition on this. Tell Steny Hoyer: Don't sell out Social Security, Medicare 
and Medicaid benefits. Click here to automatically sign the petition. To be clear, we are not 
against sensible reforms to these programs. 
http://act.credoaction.com/campaign/hoyer_nocuts/?r=5537664&id=35909-457718-1qBLkIx 

Free faxes! 
 

http://faxzero.com/ 
http://www.gotfreefax.com/ 
Email, for obvious reasons, is restricted to constituents.  Phones 
and faxes are not.  For critical issues, consider adding faxes to 
your activist arsenal.  Sometimes staff will ask your address 
when you call.  If you don’t live in Oregon, explain that you are 
calling or faxing because of Medicare privatization. 
 
A note on free faxes:  they must be from a valid email address.  
When you send a fax, they send it first to your email address and 
give you a link to click on.  Only clicking the link you got by email 
will send the fax.  Limit 2 per day, no more than 3 pages.  For 
$10/month you can send more faxes and more pages.  If you 
want to ramp up your activities as an online activist, and can 
afford it, this would be a good investment. 

You can write, call or fax 
representatives not from your 
district. 
 

Representative Steny Hoyer 
1705 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Phone - (202) 225-4131 
Fax - (202) 225-4300 
 

.S. District Courthouse 
6500 Cherrywood Lane, Suite 310 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 
Phone - (301) 474-0119 
Fax - (301) 474-4697 
 

401 Post Office Road, Ste. 202 
Waldorf, MD 20602 

Republican candidate for 
governor of Washington 
State Rob McKenna told 
the UW Young Republi-
cans that it was 
“unfortunate” that Amer-
icans overwhelmingly 
oppose Medicare chang-
es proposed by Repre-
sentative Paul Ryan 
passed nearly unanimous-
ly by the House Republi-
cans in 2011. 

www.saveourmedicare.org 

http://act.credoaction.com/campaign/hoyer_nocuts/?r=5537664&id=35909-457718-1qBLkIx
http://faxzero.com/
http://www.gotfreefax.com/
http://www.saveourmedicare.org/
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11th Legislative District Democratic Organization Monthly Meeting 
February 21, 2012 

 
A.  RE-ORGANIZATION (7:00pm) 

1. OPENING BY KING COUNTY DEMOCRATS – Steve Zemke called the meeting to order and made 

announcement that this meeting is not a total reorg.  Mr. Zemke moved to approve the special agenda. Motion 

seconded. 

 2. Flag Salute 

 3. 11th District Re-Organization Elections 

  

 Credentials Report:  30 

 

 Executive Board Election 

 

  Chair – Azziem Underwood was elected the new chair of the 11th District Democrats. 

  Vice Chair – Marvin Rosete will remain the vice-chair of the 11th District Democrats. 

  Secretary  -  Jerri Wood was elected the new secretary of the 11th District Democrats. 

Treasurer – Chris Anderson has been elected the new treasurer of the 11th District Democrats.  

  

B. DISTRICT Regular Business (8:00pm) 

 1. Reports 

a. Chair’s Report, Opening address – Acting Chair Marvin Rosete spoke to the need to work on PCO 

recruitment, networking with unions and neighbors. 

  b. Treasurer’s Report - none 

  c. State Committee Reports 

 2. New PCO’s  - Steve A. Bergquist and William A. Taylor 

3. New Candidate Recognitions  - Jim Flynn and Holly Krejci running for State Representative, position 1.  

Rob Holland is running for State Representative. Bob Hasegawa has announced for State Senator from the 

11th District. 

 4.  EARLY ENDORSEMENTS 

a. Congressman Adam Smith – A motion was made for a sole endorsement for Adam Smith. The 

motion carried and was endorsed by the 11th District. 

 5.  Guest Speakers 

Congressman Adam Smith – Spoke about his blue-collar roots, and the need for  equality of 

opportunity.The Tea Party republicans’ failed trickle-down policy needs to be eliminated. 

b. Trudy Inslee, Jay Inslee Campaign – Jay’s wife thanked us for our hard work. She spoke about 

Jay’s experience on both sides of the mountains as a legislator, and his ability to work with a diverse 

group of people. 

  c. Sally Clark stopped by and spoke to us briefly. 

 

 6. Calendar of Events 

 

a. Endorsements, Tuesday, March 17, 2012 – Karl DeJong – There are 17 LDs in the county , and the 

filing deadline is in the second week of May. The endorsement committee will make its 

recommendations by April 24th. We will be urging the 11th district to make endorsements by the end 

of March. 

  . 

b. Caucuses, Sunday, April 15, 2012 – Volunteers needed – ask people to go to their caucus 

  c. Party Nominations, Regular Meeting, Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

  d. Filing Night Celebration, May 18th, Partnership with King County Democrats 

  e. State Party Convention, June 2012 

  

 7. Good of the order 

 

  Come to the meeting after the meeting at The Rock@The Landing in Renton. 

 

 Minutes were taken by Marlene Allbright and respectfully submitted by Jerri Wood, Secretary. 



The 11th District Journal is published on a monthly basis as a means of notice of general membership meetings. It is published and 

distributed 10 days preceding general meetings pursuant to District Bylaws. 
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